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Synopsis

The Backyard Beekeeper, now revised and expanded, makes the time-honored and complex
tradition of beekeeping an enjoyable and accessible backyard pastime that will appeal to gardeners,
crafters, and cooks everywhere. This expanded edition gives you even more information on
"greening" your beekeeping with sustainable practices, pesticide-resistant bees, and urban and
suburban beekeeping. More than a guide to beekeeping, it is a handbook for harvesting the
products of a beehive and a honey cookbook--all in one lively, beautifully illustrated reference. This
complete honey bee resource contains general information on bees; a how-to guide to the art of bee
keeping and how to set up, care for, and harvest honey from your own colonies; as well as tons of
bee-related facts and projects. You'll learn the best place to locate your new bee colonies for their
safety and yours, and you’ll study the best organic and nontoxic ways to care for your bees, from
providing fresh water and protection from the elements to keeping them healthy, happy, and
productive. Recipes of delicious treats, and instructions on how to use honey and beeswax to make

candles and beauty treatments are also included.
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Customer Reviews

This is a wonderful beekeeping book. | read two beekeeping books before this one, "Beekeeping for
Dummies", and "Keeping Bees and Making Honey." Both were great beginner books, and | highly
recommend the Dummies book (the second is great as well, but it was a British book that makes

"translation" of equipment and terms difficult for a newbie).In the beginning of this book, "The



Backyard Beekeeper," the author promises to not just produce another bee book; she claims that
this book will provide you with information that you hadn’t read anywhere else. After reading both of
the above books - esp the Dummies book - | thought there would be no way | wouldn’t hear the
same thing twice! But lo and behold, this book was INCREDIBLE and told me information | hadn’t
read in the other books! It is thorough, easy to read, and has a great tone. The information is
invaluable, it has relevant pictures, and was overall a pleasure to read. There’s just one
thing...Other reviewers had said that the print was too small. | read these reviews when | was just a
chapter into the book. | thought to myself: sure, the print is small, but I'm young, have 20/20 vision,
shouldn’t be a problem. Wrong. About 2/3 of the way through the book, | had to take "breaks" from
the print. As | went through the book, | could only read shorter amounts at a time. It's such a shame
because the content is fabulous - and a lot of times | got distracted by the tiny print that | had to
re-read many passages to absorb the information.Great bee book. | would have given it 5 stars if
the print was larger. Note to publishers: PLEASE make an edition with larger print. | borrowed this

book from a friend, but would buy it if the print was larger!

Yes, this is a nice picture book, and there is a lot of good information throughout. However, as a
reference book for a first year beekeeper, this guide has been generally frustrating. The main
problems are the very poor organization of the book and a lack of specific information that an
"Absolute Beginner" would want. For one example of many, when do | put on an entrance reducer?
Good question, so | look up in the index "entrance reducer", page 30. Turn to page 30 (the only
reference) and there is a picture of a new hive with an entrance reducer on the top. The text says,
other equipment you will need . . . entrance reducer, which we will explain later in the book. Ahh,
now | am trying to reread the whole book to answer my silly question. No | never found the answer,
only one small paragraph on mouse guards which | have learned are basically the same thing.Also,
at page 144 of the 200 page book the information turns to beeswax, candles, and honey recipes.
This is not information | need as a first year beekeeper! Four pages on Fall and Winter management
and fifty on candles, soap, and recipes! Come on, you likely won’t even have a harvest the first
year.In the end, | spent way more time answering my beekeeping questions from Google than from
this book, but it looks nice on the coffee table. And why is there a recipe for a mixed green salad

with shrimp on page 181777

This is a great companion book. Meaning it is a great Beekeeping book but not neccessarily the

best beginner book. The best BEGINNER Beekeeping book i believe is "Beekeeping for dummies”,



excluding the medicate your bees for everything part. This book will teach you how to take care of
bees without the medication! This i would say is a very good second year Beekeeper book! The

second year being the most important and stressful!

If you can only buy one or two books on beekeeping, buy this one! I'm a beginning beekeeper, and
this book is great, plus the author has a fine sense of humor which comes through in his writing
style. You may not agree exactly with everything he recommends, but this book is FULL of good
information. The structure seems a little haphazard to me (it's hard to find something | know | read

and want to re-read), but it is an easy read and flows well.

| have always wanted to keep bees and bought this as the book that would provide all of the info a
beginner would need. What | find is that there is a little bit of information on many different aspects
of bee keeping, necessitating other books for sure. The book also covers many topics that are not
for beginners - capturing swarms on call for example - and omits some info | would have liked - the
many roles of workers and drones - are they all females??? - an explanation of each of the parts -
brood boxes and supers. | could go with knowing less in depth about the many ways to melt
beeswax.l am not a writer and | need to give the author credit for putting this book together. That
said, | read a good bit of non-fiction and how-to books and | find this one to be not well organized

and best as a secondary resource and not for absolute beginners.

First thing is that the font of the print is a tad small for my liking. It makes me strain a bit to read
it.Looks like there might be some good stuff in there but I'm not sure putting a beehive on a stand
that is two to three feet high is a good thing...maybe for the president of the USA (since he doesn’t
tend to it) but not for someone who’s actually doing this for a hobby or sideline. The introductions
and forwards, etc., seem to be catering to the urban, backyard beekeeper with one or two hives.
The author promotes buying equipment that is already assembled almost to the point of snubbing
those who build their own equipment.Some very nice pictures, which helps to distract from the small
print a bit. There’s some good stuff in the book but unfortunately the difficulty that I've had in reading
the print has taken away a bit of the joy in reading it. I'll probably just flip through the book to places

I'm interested in and read what | can. Would've been a much nicer book if it had normal sized type.
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